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Estimated population, Indigenous status – 30 June 2021 
983,700 people, 3.8% of the Australian population



Remoteness Areas

•Over a third of the 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander population lived in 

Major Cities of Australia 

(401,700 people).

•One quarter (24.8%) of 

the Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander population 

(244,000 people) lived in 

Inner Regional Australia.

•187,200 Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people 

(19.0%) lived in Outer 

Regional Australia.

•The remaining 15.4% of 

the Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander population 

lived in Remote (58,700 

people or 6.0%) and Very 

Remote (92,100 people or 

9.4%) Australia.



Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and non-
Indigenous populations by age groups – 30 June 2021

The Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander population 

had a younger age 

structure than the non-

Indigenous population, 

with both larger 

proportions of young 

people and smaller 

proportions of older 

people. This reflects 

higher birth rates and 

lower life expectancy in 

the Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander population 

compared with that in the 

non-Indigenous 

population.



The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population had a younger age 
structure than the non-Indigenous population, with both larger proportions 

of young people and smaller proportions of older people.  This reflects 

higher birth rates and lower life expectancy in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander population compared with that in the non-Indigenous population.

•  The median age of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population was 
24.0 years.

•  One-third (33.1%) of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians were 

aged under 15 years compared with 17.9% of non-Indigenous people

•  People aged 65 years and over comprised 5.4% of the Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander population compared with 17.2% of the non-Indigenous 
population.

•  Females outnumbered males in age  groups over 35 years.

Age and sex structure



The TIS Family

• TIS commenced in Jan 2010

• Maintained funding and growth under 
successive governments

• Consistent leadership NCTIS – 10 days 
per month

• Supported by a National Best Practices 
Unit

• 2 discrete evaluation system  -  CQI

• Population Health Program – do not run 
programs

• Clear Grant Operational Guidelines 
(GOGs)



11

IREG  
Boundaries 

from 
1 July 2023 



37 TIS
 Regions

Localised 
messaging 

and 
interventions 

developed 
with and 
driven by 

the  
community



Source: Diaz, A., L. Whop, R. Lovett, K.A Thurber, and R. Maddox. (in prep). Declining Prevalence, Persistent Harm: Rethinking Tobacco Epidemic 

Models for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples .

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
smoking incidence by geographic region



2010 – 50+%

2018/9 – 37%

2030 – 27% Target

2024 – 29%

Challenge still remains Regional and Remote 
and very remote residents

Why is TIS considered successful?    

15 years of bi-partisan support and 
for the past 8 years Funding and Policy stability

Ongoing evaluations and building the capacity of and empowering
local communities to come up with the messaging and strategies 
that suit them.

Population health and 
referral practice



Challenges

Maintain the momentum  -  build on successes & celebrate success

Be innovative  -  work with your community to get the messages across that  

they can understand

Partner with other agencies and people  -  environmental health workers

Get into schools or other areas where kids and youth congregate

Target homes, shops and common areas

Spend your money  -  but do it wisely and in conformance with the GOGS



Why is TIS considered successful?    From 2004 – 2018/19

Almost 50,000 fewer 
daily smokers

9.8% reduction

More than 23,000 
lives saved

Source: Dr Ray Lovett
Maddox et al. (in press)



Tobacco excise

• In 2025-26, the Australian government anticipates tobacco excise 
revenue of approximately $7.4 billion, a significant drop from 
previous years.  This decline is attributed to reduced smoking 
rates and a growing black market for tobacco. The government 
projects a shortfall of $6.9 billion over the next four years 
compared to initial forecasts.

• More excise money to be spent on prevention programs 
starting with TIS and the National Lung Cancer Screening 
program from 1 July 2025.   

•



Kilung Morunbul Jum. ("Death by Smoke"). Left Ear. 
Image: Shane Bradbrook, Tom Calma and Shannon Best. Credit: Claudine Thornton Creative
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