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Introduction 
The Tackling Indigenous Smoking (TIS) jurisdictional workshops are an important way in 

which the National Best Practice Unit Tackling Indigenous Smoking (NBPU TIS) provides 

support to the TIS teams managed through the Regional Tobacco Control Grant (RTCG) 

organisations. The aims of TIS workshops include:  

• reviewing Grant Recipient priorities and the appropriate support that the NBPU 

needs to provide 

• sharing evidence and best practice, and strategies for adaptation at local and 

regional levels 

• resolving implementation challenges 

• enhancing support, collaboration, network building and communication 

• providing training and tools to assist in program delivery 

• support for performance reporting and evaluation methods and skills 

• dissemination of information and tools on performance reporting, data collection 

and evaluation  

• supporting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander leadership in tobacco control.  

This Workshop was held in Queensland, for the TIS teams Queensland, New South Wales, 

Victoria and Tasmania.  

Attendance  
The workshop was attended by 110 participants, including 80 representatives from 37 TIS 

teams of Lead Organisations and/or their partner organisations from the relevant 

jurisdictions. See Attachment A for a list of participants.  

 

TIS Teams 
Attending Attendees 

New South Wales 8 29 

Northern Territory 2 2 

Queensland 16 32 

Tasmania 1 2 

Victoria 10 15  

37 80 

National Coordinator 

 

1 

Government 

 

9 

Other 

 

5 

NBPU TIS 

 

15  

- 30 

Program 
The Jurisdictional Workshop was held over two days (21 and 22 August 2024) at Walyalup 

(Fremantle). See Attachment B for an outline of the program as distributed to participants 

ahead of the workshop. 

Summaries of the Workshop sessions are as follows – see participant presentations on the 

TIS Website for details. 

https://tacklingsmoking.org.au/resources/jurisdictional-workshop-presentations/
https://tacklingsmoking.org.au/resources/jurisdictional-workshop-presentations/
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Day one 

1. TIS National Coordinator Update 
(Prof. Tom Calma) 

 This presentation was delivered by Professor 

Tom Calma AO. Information covered in the 

presentation includes the objectives of TIS; 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander smoking 

rates; overview of TIS Program processes; the 

TIS Program going forward; what grant money 

can and cannot be used for; vaping reforms; 

and updates on cancer screening. 

2. NBPU TIS Update (Onike Williams 
and Nathan Kropinyeri, NBPU TIS 
Program Officers) 

This presentation was delivered by NBPU TIS Program Officers Nathan Kropinyeri and 

Onike Williams, providing an overview of the NBPU TIS including the consortium 

structure; staffing; recent activities; the TIS website; and upcoming events.  

3. Ready to Mingle - Speed Networking (Glenn Clarke, NBPU TIS Program 

Officer) 

This fast-paced interactive session facilitated TIS workers to connect with as many 

people from other teams, states, and territories as possible in a short time. Participants 

were initially allocated to one of 10 tables with 6-7 TIS workers from other 

organisations. They had five minutes to get to know one another, then when the bell 

rang had to move to a new 

table, ensuring they met new 

people every time. A total of 

10 rounds were completed. 

Conversation starters such as 

‘If you were to create a slogan 

for your life, what would it 

be?’ and ‘What is your 

superpower today?’ were 

placed on each table. These 

encouraged lively exchanges, 

which set a positive tone for 

the rest of the day.  

4. Spot the Call (to Action) (Dr Thrishila Parshu Ram, NPBU TIS) 

A play on ‘spot the ball’ promotions, this competition ran over the two days of the 

workshop. Participants were reminded of the purpose, importance, and key features 

of an effective health promotion ‘call to action.’ Participants were asked to identify the 

call to action in each of the success stories shared by teams, and rate them for: 

• clarity  

• persuasion 

• ‘wow’ factor 
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At the end of the workshop everyone voted for the best call to action. 

5. Sharing our Story 

• ‘Na Joomelah ‘: La Perouse Local Aboriginal Land Council 

This presentation was delivered by La Perouse Local Aboriginal Land Council’s Na 

Joomelah TIS team. It discussed the co-design of their Vape Vaporiser character 

with local young people for their anti-vaping campaign. 

6. Department of Health and Aged Care Update (Vanessa Garwood, Director 

Preventative Health & Communicable Disease Section) 

This presentation was delivered by the Department of Health and Aged Care. The 

presentation provides information on the broader health policy context; supporting 

Government priorities; and an update on grant agreements. 

7. TIS Website Update and TIS App brainstorming (Ashleigh Parnell and Renae 

Bastholm, Australian Indigenous HealthInfoNet) 

This presentation was delivered by Renae Bastholm and Ashleigh Parnell. The 

presentation discusses how TIS Workers can access information on the TIS Website to 

support them in their work, as well as a brainstorming session on the TIS app that is 

in development for the TIS Workforce. 

8. Sharing our Story 

• Apunipima Cape York 
Health 

The Apunipima TIS team 

briefed the meeting about 

how the Apunipima Tackling 

Indigenous Smoking (TIS) 

team works closely with 

Cape York communities to 

deliver locally appropriate 

programs and activities, 

and shared some of their 

locally developed resources.  

9. Showcase NBPU 

videos on very brief advice (Dr Thrishila Parshu Ram, NBPU TIS) 

This presentation from the NBPU TIS, discussed Very Brief Advice (VBA) for smoking 

and vaping and how to provide it. The presentation also highlighted the new videos 

from the NBPU TIS on how TIS Workers can provide VBA to their communities. 

10.Close/Wrap Up (Prof Tom Calma AO) 

Professor Calma summarized the key points of Day 1 of the workshop.  

https://tacklingsmoking.org.au/resources/resources-to-support-activities-that-work/49359/?title=Very+Brief+Advice+for+smoking+and+vaping&contenttypeid=1&contentid=49359_1
https://tacklingsmoking.org.au/resources/resources-to-support-activities-that-work/49359/?title=Very+Brief+Advice+for+smoking+and+vaping&contenttypeid=1&contentid=49359_1
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Day two 

1. Impact Evaluation Update (A/Prof. Raglan Maddox, Australian National 
University) 

This presentation provided information on Thiitu Tharrmay; Indigenous-specific 

evidence on tobacco control and why it is needed; the context of tobacco use among 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people; e-cigarettes and confused messaging; 

how ANU is evaluating the TIS program; smoking prevalence; anti-smoking attitudes, 

knowledges and beliefs; smoke-free behaviours; locally tailored, culturally safe 

communication; and information on the National Lung Cancer Screening Program. 

2. Sharing our Story 

• ‘Ready.Quit.Solid.’: Galambila Aboriginal Health Service 

This presentation discussed the process of developing their new’ branding, and 

highlights the new videos from their anti-smoking and vaping campaign with actor 

and comedian, Steven Oliver. 

3. Cancer Council WA Campaign Unmasks the Rotten Truth Behind Vaping (Bec 
Waddington) 

The Cancer Council WA presentation provided information on their new vaping 

prevention campaign – Clear the Air and discusses the background of the campaign, 

the campaign website and timings, campaign resources, and the current policy 

landscape. They also shared a vaping bill advocacy campaign stakeholder toolkit. 

4. Process and Outcome Evaluation Update (Lena Etuk, Manager, Research & 

Evaluation CIRCA)  

This presentation was delivered by Lena Etuk, Research and Evaluation Director at the 

Cultural and Indigenous Research Centre Australia (CIRCA). The presentation provides 

information on the team at CIRCA; the TIS Program as a logic model; and CIRCA’s 

process and outcome evaluation of the TIS program. 

5. Workforce Development (Kerindy Clarke & Darren Green- National 
Workforce Development Advisor, NBPU TIS and General Manager, Ninti 

Training) 

This presentation covered workforce training and development for TIS; training 

opportunities provided by NBPU TIS; the workforce framework project; what was 

found; and the next steps: consultation and consolidation. 

6. Q&A with TIS teams – Panel discussion (Griffith, VAHS, Apunipima, IUIH)  

7. Vaping Legislation Discussion (Prof Tom Calma AO) 

Professor Tom summarized changes in legislation around the use of vapes  / electronic 

cigarettes at the national and State / Territory level. 

8. Sharing our Story 

• ‘We Breathe’: Grand Pacific Health 

This presentation was delivered by the We Breathe TIS team from Grand Pacific 

Health. It provides information on their team; the previous Butt Out Boondah 

branding; the rebranding process; Nani Creative and Sean Kinchela (Local 
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Famous); the meaning behind the new We Breathe branding; consultations; the 

new artwork by Sean Kinchela; the final logo design; World No Tobacco Day and 

the brand launch; brand application; how they measured the success of the 

rebrand; and what’s next for We Breathe. 

• ‘The Koori Way’: Victorian Aboriginal Health Service 

This presentation was delivered by 

Ethan Penrith and Tindarra Hood 

from the Victorian Aboriginal 

Health Service’s The Koori Way 

TIS team. It discusses the 

Victorian TIS model; their re-

branding to The Koori Way; their 

youth program; video tutorials and 

VR; events; supporting other TIS 

teams; their approach to 

marketing; merchandise; and 

plans for the upcoming year.  

9. Women and pregnancy (Which Way? Program) (A/Prof. Michelle Kennedy, 
University of Newcastle) 

Associate Professor Michelle 

Kennedy briefed participants on the 

Which Way? Study, which is 

producing evidence to inform best 

practice privileging the voices and 

experiences of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander women 

during pregnancy.  

10.Call to action / wrap up (Dr 
Thrishila Parshu Ram, NBPU 
TIS) 

11.Closing Remarks (Prof Tom Calma AO) 

Prof Calma thanked presenters and emphasised that data collection via the six-monthly 

Performance Reports are vital in ensuring that the program continues to be funded.  

Despite changes in governments, TIS continues to receive funding, which speaks so 

much about what the teams are achieving in their regions. Prof Tom thanked TIS teams 

for their presence at the workshops and wished them safe travels home. 

Participant Evaluation 
Each TIS workshop includes participant evaluation, with both quantitative and qualitative 

feedback. This assists the NBPU TIS to ensure that future workshops are of most use to 

Grant Recipients and their TIS teams. 

Participant evaluation feedback was collected using an online survey platform (Qualtrics). 

A total of 60 responses were received on Day 1 and 59 responses on Day 2. 

https://tacklingsmoking.org.au/key-resources/publications/45585/?title=Supplement%3A+Indigenous-led+evidence+to+inform+smoking+cessation+care+for+Aboriginal+and+Torres+Strait+Islander+women&contentid=45585_1
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All sessions were well received by the majority of survey respondents with an average of 

54% of responses rating Day 1 sessions and 68% of Day 2 sessions as ‘very useful’. An 

average of 4% of responses rated Day 1 Sessions and 3% of Day 2 Sessions as ‘not at all 

useful’. See Figures 1 and 2 for details. 

 
Figure 1: Participant evaluation of Day 1 workshop sessions 

 

 
Figure 2: Participant evaluation of Day 2 workshop sessions 
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Overall, qualitative feedback from participants was very positive: 

It was Deadly! 

They all showed diversity in thinking and understanding of the community 

The updates from each team was really useful and thinking about different ways 

we can structure our similar programs was fantastic. 

It's great to see Teams presentations using new ways to capture audience and 

spreading their messages out. 

Such an inspiring and educational 2 days 

Educational and informative 

Constructive advice on how to improve sessions was also provided, particularly in regard 

to the NBPU update and the Speed networking: 

NBPU TIS update can be bit more interactive rather than just reading from a piece 

of paper 

The speed networking would have been better as swap people around let them sit 

in the group and talk about different challenges / successes they have had in their 

teams - networking is good, but networking in-depth is ideal and these forums 

provide a great opportunity to dig in deep across our programs.   

I would love to learn more and pass on the knowledge on to my people and 

community and tell them about my journey and teach the next generation what 

Tackling Indigenous Smoking and hope to inspire them and be a role model and 

leadership to my community and people 

More sessions workshopping with other ACCHOs on their work/challenges/ success 

stories. We learn best from each other 

We would benefit from less formal presentations from guests/professors and more 

knowledge/idea sharing from teams in what they are doing, how they are engaging 

certain groups, marketing ideas etc. 

Feedback on the venue was positive, with 94% rating it as very good and the remaining 

6% rating it as okay. Catering received mixed reviews, although most were positive: 50% 

rated the catering as okay, 41% rated it very good and 9% rated it not good at all: 

The venue was very well accommodating to our needs, the catering was not so 

appealing I felt. 

Catering was pathetic…..dietary requirements were  not met….end up having 

stomach upset 

More blakfulla meals. More fresh fruit 

Knives. Fruit would of been nice 😊 

Would like to add fruit into food available at workshop 

Possibly needed another drink option. The water is quite different tasting 

Keep food simple for Aboriginal people 



    ATTACHMENT A: Attendance 

 Name Position Organisation State 

1.  Tom Calma TIS National Coordinator    

2.  Rod Smith Community Engagement Officer Awabakal Ltd NSW 

3.  Jeya Benn 
Tackling Indigenous Smoking 
Community Engagement Officer  

Bullinah Aboriginal Health Service NSW 

4.  Mook Snr Community Engagement Officer Bullinah Aboriginal Health Service NSW 

5.  Jasmine Flanders Community Engagement Officer Galambila Aboriginal Health Service NSW 

6.  Jane Lennis TIS Manager Galambila Aboriginal Health Service NSW 

7.  Sara Sinclair 
Executive Assistant/Tackling 
Indigenous Smoking 

Galambila Aboriginal Health Service NSW 

8.  Soozie Gillies Coordinator - We Breathe - TIS Grand Pacific Health NSW 

9.  Kate Greenwood Health Promotion Officer - TIS Grand Pacific Health NSW 

10.  Kaden Langi TIS Officer Grand Pacific Health NSW 

11.  Michael  Riley TIS Officer Grand Pacific Health NSW 

12.  Glen Buerckner TIS Worker Griffith Aboriginal Medical Service NSW 

13.  John Charles TIS Worker Griffith Aboriginal Medical Service NSW 

14.  Stephen Johnson TIS Worker Griffith Aboriginal Medical Service NSW 

15.  Rebecca  King TIS Coordinator Griffith Aboriginal Medical Service NSW 

16.  Jessica Meredith TIS Worker Griffith Aboriginal Medical Service NSW 

17.  Michaela Pauling  TIS Worker Griffith Aboriginal Medical Service NSW 

18.  Jasmine  Allen Project Officer  Na Joomelah NSW 

19.  Danny  Allende Manager  Na Joomelah NSW 

20.  Shane  Allende  Project Officer  Na Joomelah NSW 

21.  Corey  Ella  Project Officer  Na Joomelah NSW 

22.  Kobi Ingrey Project Officer  Na Joomelah NSW 

23.  Tylah  Mundine  Communications Officer  Na Joomelah NSW 

24.  Bradley  Russell Project Officer  Na Joomelah NSW 

25.  Alyssa Silva Project Officer  Na Joomelah NSW 

26.  Jada Murphy TIS Worker Orange Aboriginal Medical Service NSW 

27.  Ethan Colliss TIS Multi Media Trainee 
Wellington Aboriginal Cooperation 
Health Service 

NSW 

28.  Tyrese Newman Tobacco Action Worker 
Wellington Aboriginal Cooperation 
Health Service 

NSW 

29.  Talisa Stanley Tobacco Action Worker 
Wellington Aboriginal Cooperation 
Health Service 

NSW 

30.  Pauline Wicks Team Leader 
Wellington Aboriginal Cooperation 
Health Service 

NSW 

31.  Ayesha Kay Social Media Officer AMSANT NT 

32.  Kia Gowler TIS Worker - Jabiru Red Lily Health NT 

33.  Brendon Cook Team Leader 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Community Health Service Brisbane 

QLD 

34.  Jardine Bobongie  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Community Health Service Mackay 

QLD 
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 Name Position Organisation State 

35.  Yaza Stephen  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Community Health Service Mackay 

QLD 

36.  Jana  Booy  
Health Promotion Officer - 
Tacking Indigenous Smoking  

Apunipima Cape York Health Council QLD 

37.  Josh Mene TIS Coordinator Apunipima Cape York Health Council QLD 

38.  Fiona Millard Health Promotion Lead Apunipima Cape York Health Council QLD 

39.  Bonnie Smith Robins TIS Coordinator Apunipima Cape York Health Council QLD 

40.  Mikayla Roe Program Coordinator Bidgerdii Community Health Service QLD 

41.  Stephen Upkett Program Officer Bidgerdii Community Health Service QLD 

42.  Paccee Dempsey TIS Worker Bynoe CACS QLD 

43.  Alyssa Edwards TIS Worker Bynoe CACS QLD 

44.  Lynette Anderson Operations Manager - North Institute for Urban Indigenous Health QLD 

45.  Larissa Chambers 
West Moreton Team 
Coordinator  

Institute for Urban Indigenous Health QLD 

46.  Julian Christian Program Officer Institute for Urban Indigenous Health QLD 

47.  Dallas Leon TIS Coordinator Institute for Urban Indigenous Health QLD 

48.  Sharrna Parter 
Deadly Choices - TIS Regional 
Manager 

Institute for Urban Indigenous Health QLD 

49.  Shannon Turbane 
Deadly Choices Regional 
Manager  

Institute for Urban Indigenous Health QLD 

50.  Latoya Harbin Deadly Choices Institute for Urban Indigenous Health  QLD 

51.  Michael Cook Program Manager  Kalwun Development QLD 

52.  Chantelle Coppens  Program Officer  Mamu Health Services  QLD 

53.  Jessie Furphy Program Officer  Mamu Health Services  QLD 

54.  Melika Ackinclose 
Deadly Choices Program 
Coordinator 

Moreton ATSICHS QLD 

55.  Natuna Mackay Deadly Choice Officer Mulungu Aboriginal Corporation QLD 

56.  Ely Simmons Deadly Choice Officer Mulungu Aboriginal Corporation QLD 

57.  Alex Massey 
Manager - Community and 
Programs 

North Coast Aboriginal Corporation for 
Community Health 

QLD 

58.  Mark Sidaway Community Engagement Officer 
North Coast Aboriginal Corporation for 
Community Health 

QLD 

59.  Sylvia Satrick TIS Coordinator  NPA Family and Community Services QLD 

60.  Shirley  Curley TIS Support Officer Palm Island Community Company QLD 

61.  Archie Fraser TIS Project officer Palm Island Community Company QLD 

62.  Joanna Dorante TIS worker Torres Health Indigenous Corporation QLD 

63.  Louise Livingstone Clinical Lead Torres Health Indigenous Corporation QLD 

64.  Shameel Ali Deadly Choices Team leader Yulu-Burri-Ba QLD 

65.  Amelia Bartlett Tobacco Action Worker 
Flinders Island Aboriginal Association 
Inc. 

TAS 
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 Name Position Organisation State 

66.  Khristee Lade Tobacco Action Worker 
Flinders Island Aboriginal Association 
Inc. 

TAS 

67.  Prithimesh Sinha TIS and Male Health worker Budja Budja Aboriginal Cooperative VIC 

68.  Celia Fenton TIS Worker 
Dandenong and District Aboriginies 
Cooperative Ltd 

VIC 

69.  Jamara Maza TIS Worker 
Dhauwurd Wurrung Elderly & 
Community Health 

VIC 

70.  Hannah Britten-Cook SEWB Goolum Goolum Aboriginal Cooperative VIC 

71.  Brett Harrison Men's Cultural Lead Goolum Goolum Aboriginal Cooperative VIC 

72.  
Thalia Robertson-
Wilson 

Health Promotion Coordinator Kirrae Health Service VIC 

73.  Sarah Stewart 
Healthy lifestyle team 
leader/TIS coordinator  

Lakes Entrance Aboriginal Health 
Association 

VIC 

74.  Raymond Hunt 
Tobacco Health Promotions 
Officer 

Mallee District Aboriginal Service VIC 

75.  Lionel Austin  Victoria TIS Manager Victorian Aboriginal Health Service VIC 

76.  Salomae Haselgrove Media and Marketing Victorian Aboriginal Health Service VIC 

77.  Tindarra Hood TIS Engagement Worker Victorian Aboriginal Health Service VIC 

78.  Ethan  Penrith Victoria TIS Coordinator  Victorian Aboriginal Health Service VIC 

79.  Mick Ryan Health Promotions Manager 
Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative 
Limited 

VIC 

80.  Benjamin Silva 
Active Community Coordinator 
& TIS Worker 

Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative 
Limited 

VIC 

81.  
Nicole (Nikki) 
Hamilton 

Tackling Indigenous Smoking 
Worker 

Winda-Mara Aboriginal Corporation VIC 

82.  Raglan  Maddox  Australian National University  

83.  Bec  Waddington 
Clear the Air Campaign 
Coordinator 

Cancer Council WA  

84.  Lena Etuk Director CIRCA Research  

85.  Darren Green General Manager Ninti Training  

86.  Michelle  Kennedy  
Assistant Dean Indigenous 
Strategy and Leadership 

University of Newcastle  

87.  Vanessa Garwood Assistant Secretary 
Australian Government Department of 
Health and Aged Care 

 

88.  Katherine McHugh National TIS Program manager 
Australian Government Department of 
Health and Aged Care 

 

89.  Sigrid Blackman QLD FAM Department of Social Services  

90.  Liz Christie Funding Arrangement Manager Department of Social Services  

91.  Kirsty Hensley Funding Arrangement Manager Department of Social Services  

92.  Vanessa Sargent Funding Arrangement Manager Department of Social Services  

93.  Ann Tobin VIC Team Leader Department of Social Services  

94.  Christina Schmid Principal Policy Officer Queensland Health  
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 Name Position Organisation State 

95.  Rebecca Whitehead 
Advanced Health Promotion 
Officer 

Queensland Health - Preventive Health 
Branch 

 

96.  Renae Bastholm IT Manager 
Australian Indigenous HealthInfoNet 
(NBPU TIS) 

 

97.  Ashleigh Parnell Senior Research Officer 
Australian Indigenous HealthInfoNet 
(NBPU TIS) 

 

98.  Glenn Clarke Program Officer NBPU TIS  

99.  Kerindy Clarke 
Workforce Development 
Advisor 

NBPU TIS  

100.  Kelly Franklin TIS Operations Coordinator NBPU TIS  

101.  Sonette Johnson Program Officer NBPU TIS  

102.  Nathan  Kropinyeri Program Officer NBPU TIS  

103.  Scott McLennan 
Marketing and Communications 
Manager 

NBPU TIS  

104.  Edward Tilton Consultant NBPU TIS  

105.  Maxine Turner Senior Program Officer NBPU TIS  

106.  Eileen Van Iersel National Program Manager NBPU TIS  

107.  Onike Williams Program Officer NBPU TIS NBPU TIS  

108.  Thrishila Parshu Ram Research Fellow NBPU TIS - University of Canberra  

109.  Penney Upton Research and Evidence Lead NBPU TIS - University of Canberra  

110.  Rod Reeve Managing Director Ninti One Limited  
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