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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Smoking

Source: ABS Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Survey 2012-13

*Data for non-Indigenous people are for 2011-12, from the Australian Health Survey 2011-13.
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Smoking

Source: ABS Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Survey 2012-13
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COAG  CTG  Targets

• Professor Ian Anderson AO – Deputy Secretary PM&C

– Portfolio and community consultations to inform target 

setting

• DoH – Indigenous Health Division sponsoring a multi 

– disciplinary team to consider the NATSIHPIP from 

a social and cultural determinants perspective –

reporting in September 2017

• Redfern Statement – mtg on Thursday in Melbourne



NATSISS 2014 / 15

• The proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 

0–14 years who were living in a household in which there was at 

least one daily smoker was 56.7% in 2014–15, down from 63.2% in 

2008 (Table 8). 

• About six in 10 (60.3%) Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 

aged 15 years and over were living in a household in which there 

was at least one daily smoker in 2014–15 (Table 16), down from 

67.5% in 2008.

• In 2014–15, the proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people aged 15 years and over who were daily smokers was 

38.9%, down from 44.6% in 2008 and 48.6% in 2002. Between 

2002 and 2014–15, there was a significant improvement in non-

remote areas (down 11.4 percentage points) (Table 1).



The New TIS Programme
• Grant Recipients (GR) 

• Whole of service approach – population health + smoking cessation

• Greater discretion to GR – outcomes focused

• Smoking cessation and healthy lifestyle

• No healthy lifestyle funded

• NCTIS

• Quit Skills support & Quitline enhancement

• Dedicated TIS policy section at national office – amalgamated in 

March 2017 – Preventive Health & Renal Policy Section

• Grants Services Division - Health State Network (HSN) 

• NBPU

• Evaluation Framework



What is Tackling Indigenous Smoking initiative?

• National Coordinator Tackling Indigenous Smoking

• National Best Practice Unit 

• Grants – 37 orgs funded (GRs) – national coverage

• Evaluation Framework
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

• Quit skills training

• Quitline enhancement

• Targeted / Innovation projects – pregnant mothers, 

youth and remote



Innovation Grants 2016/17
The innovation projects have now commenced. The projects are as follows:

• Aboriginal Males Shedding the Smokes - Aboriginal Health Council of South Australia Inc.

• Growing a smoke-free story - Metro South Hospital and Health Service, Queensland Health

• The Top End Smoke-Free Spaces Project - Aboriginal Resource and Development Services 

Aboriginal Corporation (ARDS)

• Smoking, Nutrition, Alcohol and Physical Activity ‘SNAP’ - National Drugs and Alcohol 

Research Centre, University of New South Wales

• The Balaang and Binjilaang Aboriginal Women Tobacco Intervention Project - South Coast 

Women’s Health & Welfare Aboriginal Corporation

• Growing the Smoke Free Generation - Northern Territory Department of Health

• Tackling Indigenous Smoking Innovation Grant Project - Western Australian Centre for 

Remote and Rural Medicine Ltd

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/indigenous-tis-innovation-grants

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/indigenous-tis-innovation-grants-sa
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/indigenous-tis-innovation-grants-qld
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/indigenous-tis-innovation-grants-nt
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/indigenous-tis-innovation-grants-nsw
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/indigenous-tis-innovation-grants-nsw-sc
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/indigenous-tis-innovation-grants-nt-ntdh


NBPU initiated and supported initiatives

• HealthInfoNet TIS Portal

• NBPU TIS website

• Social media accounts

• Mailing list/ register protocols

• eNews

• Promotion strategy 

• Performance monitoring, analysis and reporting 
systems in association with program evaluators



Impact assessment, performance indicators  and 
data collection and reporting on results

• Monitoring and Evaluation framework and program 
performance indicators

• To enable GRs to adopt evidence-based and 

results-oriented approaches in order to reduce 

rates of smoking among Indigenous people

• Third year of funding for grant recipients relies on 
evaluation results for first 2 years.  Reported in 
March 2017 – got it – NOW FOR 2018 ++ FUNDING



National Indicators

1. Quality and reach of community engagement

2. Organisations involved in tobacco 

reduction in the region 

3. Building capacity to support quitting

4. Referrals to appropriate quitting support

5. Supporting smoke-free environments 
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http://www.naccho.org.au/memb

er-services/www-what-where-

when-in-aboriginal-health/

NACCHO

140+ member orgs

TIS

37 Grant Recipients

Other providers

Clinical

Pop Health teams

NGOs



Targeted sports 

social media 

campaigns



Do services cover 

the State?

Does your service  

coverage  comply 

with your funding 

agreement?



Leveraging the mainstream



What do we need to focus on?

• Evaluation findings

• Demonstrate reach

• Demonstrate impact

• Demonstrate community buy-on

• Demonstrate responsiveness and resilience



Quick Runs

• Smoke free workplaces

• Local events

• Commonwealth, State / Territory & Local 

Politicians

• Media engagement

• Uploading to the TIS Portal

• Contracting / engaging support to achieve 

outcomes





NCTIS visits and uploading to the TIS Portal


