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The National Best Practice Unit for Tackling Indigenous Smoking (NBPU TIS) Advisory
Group provides strategic recommendations to the NBPU TIS in relation to assessing and
synthesizing evidence to support tobacco control and health promotion for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people and communities and effective engagement with TIS regional
grant recipients; and provides a forum for sharing information, facilitating linkages and
disseminating information and advice.

Members of the NBPU TIS Advisory Group include a mix of experts in tobacco control as
well as representatives of key organisations: the National Coordinator for Tackling
Indigenous Smoking (Professor Tom Calma), the National Aboriginal Community
Controlled Health Organisation (NACCHO), two TIS grant recipients, researchers with
expertise in Indigenous tobacco control, relevant staff from Cancer Councils, state-based
program and policy practitioners, the TIS national program evaluator (CIRCA), the
Department of Health and representatives of the NBPU TIS consortium members. Rod
Reeve, Project Director NBPU TIS and Managing Director Ninti One, chaired the meeting,
with secretariat support from within NBPU TIS.

The NBPU TIS Advisory Group met in Adelaide on 10 May 2016, prior to the first TIS
national workshop. The NACCHO representative apologised that he was unable to attend.
The Victorian Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation and the Aboriginal
Health Council of Western Australia participated in the meeting both as representatives of
State and Territory Aboriginal Community Controlled health peak bodies and as TIS grant
recipients.

The meeting was the first time that the Advisory Group had met face-to-face, so members
spent some time introducing themselves and describing how they could support the
NBPU TIS. They agreed that it is important to share outcomes from meetings with the
broader TIS community and asked the secretariat to draft a short summary for wider
distribution after each meeting.

Discussion at the meeting focused on the approach that NBPU TIS is taking to identifying
and presenting evidence and evidence-based practice for use by TIS regional grant
recipients.

Professor Rachel Davey and A/Professor Penney Upton from the Health Research Institute,
University of Canberra, who are leading the identification, analysis and synthesis of
evidence for the NBPU TIS, described their search and analytical techniques for including
material and practice in the NBPU TIS evidence base. The Advisory Group supported the
approach which includes emerging evidence and practice-based evidence as well as
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scientific or ‘strong’ evidence. The process of translating and disseminating the evidence
for application within TIS programs was agreed to be a key priority for the NBPU.

Professor Neil Drew, Director of the Australian Indigenous Healthinfonet introduced the
rationale underpinning the development of the NBPU TIS portal, focusing on working with
TIS grant recipients to build an online knowledge centre for TIS that users test, contribute
to and share within their community of practice. The portal is a living site that will house
the evidence base for TIS, and which can be used in conjunction with other tailored support
available from NBPU TIS. Discussion highlighted the opportunities available through the
interactive components of the portal including ‘promising practice’ where organisations
can contribute information about their experience; and ‘yarning spaces’ for peer-to-peer
discussion and specific themes and topic. The Advisory Group also emphasised the
importance of using language and communication channels that work for TIS workers who
are the key audience.

The Advisory Group also considered the NBPU TIS annual action plan, which sets out how
NBPU TIS intends to provide tailored support to TIS regional grant recipients. The
Advisory Group was satisfied that the plan had appropriate breadth and content, with the
key challenge being delivery/implementation.

NBPU TIS described the format and expectations for the forthcoming national workshop,
and Anne Redman from CIRCA introduced the Advisory Group members to the national
performance indicators and draft monitoring and evaluation framework.

The next Advisory Group meeting will be held by teleconference in mid-late August.
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